
President’s Report 2019-20 
 
After more years than I can remember it is with mixed emotions that I sit to pen my final 
correspondence for Kew Little Aths. To suggest that the season 2019/20 was ‘unique’ would 
be a gross understatement. 
 
 The participation numbers at KLA were down on previous years. Looking at this there are 
reasons for this. Being the end of an Olympic cycle, athletics has hardly appeared on a TV 
screen in the last two or three years. Nitro Aths burnt brightly and briefly, and then fizzled 
out. Younger kids have not been exposed to athletics unless they have had a sibling 
participating. In normal circumstances I would expect a bump in participation numbers in 
2020/21, following the 2020 Summer Olympics in Tokyo. This ‘natural’ increase obviously 
will not be happening for an extra 12 months following the Covid19 postponement of the 
Olympics. Hopefully, after a winter watching too much TV, not playing much footy, soccer or 
netball and spending more time than normal in the confinements of our own homes, we will 
see the kids of Kew flocking to Straddy come September to do what kids do best – run 
around, make noise and have fun!   
  
Some great initiatives have come from the newly ordained committee. Locally, in the last 24 
months KLA have: 
  

• In addition to our standard marketing with real estate boards etc,  started direct 
marketing to over 12 local primary schools immediately prior to the start of LA 
season. 2500 flyers were distributed through September to go home with primary 
students. 

• An improved, professional standard, social media presence thanks to the efforts of 
Andrew Roach. 

• Started a program of Olympic athlete participation during our Little Athletics 
sessions 

• Seen over $100,000 in infra-structure development at Stradbroke Park. 
• Made a commitment and investment into our OTC programs to improve and develop 

the coaching received by junior athletes and to develop pathways to coaching for 
‘graduating’ teen athletes. 

  
In closing, there are a few thank you’s I need to make (please indulge me): 
 

• To our government at all levels and our elected representatives – Josh Frydenberg 
(Federal), Tim Smith (State) and Felicity Sinfield at Council level we are very grateful. 
The infra-structure improvements at KLA could not have happened without their 
ongoing support. Much goes on behind the scenes and most parents would not 
appreciate the amount of time and effort these people have invested in our little 
athletics club and its welfare. 

• To all the committee people I have worked with, I thank every one of you for your 
input, hard work and passion. I apologise for my sometimes-manic lack of attention 
to detail and the sometimes concerning ‘she’ll be right’ approach to planning and 
execution. It tends to keep things interesting and we, by and large, got it right! 
Special note to Mark Rice, my presidential predecessor, for his guidance and 



patience with the occasional panic phone call for support and guidance. I will 
continue to pay it forward to the incoming president and committee! 

• To my family – firstly to my girls at home – Merryn, Hannah, Millie and Annabelle for 
their help and support and for not being too grumpy that I wasn’t at their sports 
because I was busy raking a sandpit in Kew. Also to my mother and father, Gillian 
and Richard, who taught me at an early age by example, the power and importance 
of community involvement. My life has been richer for this experience, both as a 
junior beneficiary and later as an adult doing the organising. (Note to parents…your 
6-year-old is watching everything you do and learning from it. You are their biggest 
role model. What sort of example do you want to set?!) 

• Finally, to every little athlete who has pulled on their runners on a Saturday morning 
and come down to Straddy. The fast ones, the not so fast ones, the quiet ones, the 
boisterous ones, the sprinters, the jumpers, the throwers and the runners, thank 
you. Every laugh, triumph and straining effort we shared sent me home with a smile 
on MY face and made me feel grateful that I was involved.  

 
I sign off, confident that the team I hand the baton to (with zero apologies for the pun), will 
continue to drive Kew Little Athletics with a strong focus on personal development, 
childhood improvement and fun, as their core motivators. You are in good hands Kew Little 
Aths! I will miss you but I know you will thrive. 
 
Go hard, be awesome and have fun!! 
 
Simon Olive 
President 2019-20  
  
 


